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Wireless Networking Checklist

A guide on wireless networking. 

Before determining whether there is a signal or not, it is important to know what software is controlling your wireless connection. The built in windows software is capable of controlling any wireless device. In fact I recommend when installing a wireless device to plug it in let it find the drivers on the CD and not to load the additional software. This is not always possible and you are forced to use the software provided. The rule is: If you can help it use the windows software but if you have the additional software loaded then use that.

The quick way to tell who’s doing what, is to look in the bottom right hand corner of your windows screen, at the system tray. This displays little icons of software currently running on your machine. The windows wireless icon, is two blue screens that light up when active. It is identical to the wired network icon. A red X is visible when it is in a disconnected state. The only way to tell them apart is to hover the mouse pointer over the icon and a caption will appear giving you the information.

If you have additional wireless software installed the windows icon will annoyingly still be there. But you will have another one. The appearance ranges a lot but most will bear some indication of connectivity and signal strength. Some use bars, some use colours.

Most wireless connections will require some configuration and the quickest way to open the configuration is through the system tray icon.

Following is a guide for those with windows controlling the wireless connection.
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Right click the wireless icon and select “Open Network Connections”
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Right click the wireless network connection and click






Properties.
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If you have a signal, a name should appear in the top box. Click on Refresh for it to search again. 


Encryption should be used in built up areas to stop neighbours using your internet. WEP type is the simplest. 

The encryption settings are held in the router, the settings here need to mirror those of the router.

(appearances will differ with XP service pack 2 installed)

If there are any differences between the settings on your pc and those on the router, there is a good chance it wont work. Even the SSID needs to be the same and can be case sensitive.

A good way to test any changes you make is to Right Click the wireless system tray icon and select Repair. Don’t bother going to “View available networks” and trying to connect. Once you think its set up correctly, restart the computer and it should all be automatic.

To configure the wireless settings on the router you may need to be hard wired to it.

Signal Problems.

If you have other wireless devices in the house, try changing the channel under wireless settings on the router.

A weak signal can be improved by 30% by changing the orientation of the aerial. I.E. Vertical or Horizontal. 

Metal structures in the house can aid or abet the signal and subtle placing of router and receiver can affect the signal more than you might expect.

Refer to Internet Connection Checklist for more router information.







